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August 17 ,  1935 ? WHY T€E$TEATIER ? 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on biet eorology 

Be;?orted showers of miscellaneous substances f r o m  t he  sky  include a good 

cases iil which the material  i s  described as llmanna.11 A recent book by X l l i s o i i  

h k s  mentioas a case that occurred on a f a r m  18 miles from Vryheid, i n  1Jata1, i n  1932. 

A S i m i l a r  € a l l ,  he  S ~ S ,  occurred i n  1856 at the  time of tile b a t t l e  at Tugt?1a i?iVer 

The circumstances of the  1932 fa l l  were CeteyJqyo a d  h i s  brother Umbulazi. 

related b ; r I lhmfs3otha ,  a cousin of the  grea t  Boer l eade r ,  who awoke one morliiiig i n  

April t o  f i n d  a patch of waste land about 700 yards iii length and 20 yards i n  vJidth 

with ;i vrlrite substance resembliilg snow. Natives a t e  it , and stov:ed it  i n  

baskets, reg,rdiiig it as heavenly compensation f o r  t h e  destruction of t h e i r  c a t t l e  by 

drought. 

Sam$es loo!;e& l i k e  popcorli, t he  color being dead white and the subs tawe sl.i&itly 

6ir. 3 o t h a  t o o k  SOine of t he  substance t o  Vryheid f o r  esamination. The 

t o  t he  touch. 

The manna of the  a i b l e ,  s t i l l  found a i d  eaten i n  the Sinai peliiilsulo., i s  a 

secretioil of sca le  in sec t s  l i v i n g  on tamarisk bushes. I t  i s  e jec ted  i n  l i q u i d  drops,  

which, i n  a dry atmosphere, hardell i n to  sugary grains. The subst,wce found i n  South 

Africa, iiovrever, probably consisted of small grqyish I m p s  of a l i chen ,  Lecxnora ( o r  

SPaerothallia) esculenta,  considerable quan t i t i e s  of which a re  of t en  caw;ht U.?) 52- 

ascending a i y  mrre i i t s  i n  both liortherii and southwestern Africa a i d  subsequei1tL:f d r O j ? -  

Ped on the ground. 
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