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Vatching the clouds drift by, a t rad i t iona l  pastime of id le  people, i s  par t  

Of the professional work of the meteorologist. 

cupation stretched out on a daisied h i l l s i d e ,  with h i s  hands clasped under h i s  head. 

He makes h i s  cloud observations w i t h  the aid of an instrument known as a nei_jhoscope, 

Of which there are  several kinds. 

The l a t t e r  does not pursue t h i s  oc" 

Tne instrument generally used f o r  t h i s  purpose i n  America consists of a 

bhk mirror mounted i n  a c i r cu lm -tal frame, which i s  graduated in degrees. The 

of a cloud ref lected i n  the m i r r o r  i s  sighted by means of a movable eyepiece, 

which i s  set  i n  such a posit ion that  the cloud's image i s  f i r s t  seen at the center Of 

the mirror. As the image drifts t o  the margin, the observer notes the point on the 

marginal scale where it leaves the m i r r o r ,  

movementk. 

This gives the azimuth of the cloudts 

The same instrument can be used to'measure the spped of the cloudls iilove- 

In  t h i s  case the observer notes the time i n  seconds the image takes t o  t ravel  

speed of movement, 

si@le problem i n  trigonometry t o  convert nephoscopic speed i n t o  actual speed. 

If the height of the cloud above' tho ground i s  known, it i s  a 

In 

maW cases the cloud' s height i s  lnown accurately from observations made with .i2i10tm 

balloons, or otherwise. 

that cer ta in  types of cloud occur at cer ta in  average alt i tudes.  

In other cases i t  i s  estimated; usually on the assmytion 
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