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By Charles P i t h u g h  T a l r m n ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

The foolish custom o f  inxblishing weather forecasts  fo r  an ent i re  yew i n  

the almanacs, now happily on the wane, was once universal, 

such predictions i n  h i s  "Poor Richad ' s  Almanack" (though he made fun o f  them i n  the 

same publication) and they appeared in  the almanacs.: issued throughout the eighteenth 

Benjamin Franklin included 

The academy, originally known as the Prussian Society of Sciences, was es- 

tablished by royal decree i n  the y e a  1700. 

kishing fo r  Prussia and the sale  of the almanac was i t s  only source of income. 

I t  was g r a t e d  a monopOQof ahanac-pub- 

Ac- 

weather predictions but also l i s t  of da;ys sup-Josed t o  be favorable o r  unfavorable f o r  

blood-letting, the weaning of babies, etc., and much other supersti t ious no1?se116eo 

The almanac f o r  1779 contained a notice explaining that  these features  were 
I 

misleading aid had accordingly been eliminated. The public -- alasl -- did n o t  tC&e 

kindly t o  the change. 

SO few copies were so ld  that  the issue of that  year i s  one of the ra res t  of bookso 

The academx, faced with the prospect o f  losing i t s  sole revenue, was obliged t o  re" 

vert  t o  the o l d  s ty le  of publication. This humiliating s i tuat ion las ted Uti1 1804, 

when the academy received a grant of s t a t e  funds f o r  i t s  mp--ort and i t s  monoPolY of 

almanac-making was witlidram. 
( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

The reformed work was abused and ridiculed on a l l  sides,  and 
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