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HIGHVAY M I W E  

By Charles Fitziiugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

IIThe highway mirag;e,ll wri tes  Dr. C,  3'. Brooks ,  of Harvard University, "is 

a l$m-mrnenon often seen over a hard smooth pavement when the sun i s  b e a t i w  down hot ly  

upon it. 

level  stretch.  

it  g l i s tens  as i f  the sun were re f lec ted  f r o m  a shellow flood. 

L i o t o r i s t s  ma;y observe it as they ascend a gently graded h i l l  and qJ:xoach a 

"he road ahead seems as i f  covered w i t h  puddles of water. SOfletimeS 

3ut there  i s  110 water. 

roadbed i s  perfect ly  dry. The observer sees a mirage. 

"On a very c lear  day, when the  sun1 s ,  rays burn f ie rce ly  upon the asi3halt o r  

other hard road, i t s  surface becomes great ly  heated and a t h i n  layer  of very h o t  air 

f p n n s  upon it. 

tween the two layers  is' SO great that the l i g h t  rays are  bent upward, the re f rac t ion  

The stratum above it i s  much cooler. The difference i n  density %e- 

acting in  e f fec t  as would a m i r r o r .  The m o t o r i s t ,  does not See the highwwts sur- 

face but the sly. as if rpfle;.t,t;d i n  tha t  surface. 

clouds might be seen trefla=t,ed-l as i n  a body of water, and the i l l u s ion  thus s t i l l  

fur ther  increasede 

times be v i s i b l e  only &ove a height of three f e e t ,  with an inverted re f lec t ion  belowytl 

Vere suCh ccnditions per fec t ,  

J' 

TndeE.d, the par t s  of an appoaching car o r  pedestrian mz%Y at such 
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