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NEGLECTED NKLEiLS 

By Chmles F i t  zhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Innumerable l i t t l e  dust whirlwinds waltzed over the drought-stricken in- 

ter ior  of our continent last year a d  ear ly  t h i s  year. 

these revolving dust columns Iftwisters , I 1  while i n  Br i t i sh  India  and South Africa they 

Tiestern Americans Often C a l l  

a re  generally known as ~ ~ d e v i l s . ~ ~  It i s  astonishing that our recent dust epidemic d id  

not y ie ld  iiumerous sgectacular photogrg hs  and detai led descriptions of them, !The 

QnlY photogrq3h that has come t o  my notice  i s  one o f  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t ,  taken i n  New 

I'kxico and published in the xnnglish journal Discovery f o r  August, 1935. \m did Our 

\news photographers neg'lect t h e i r  opprtunitY7 

Dust whirls sometimes perform queer evolutions and are worth a s r e a t  deal 

A complex whirl seen on EL desert  more a t ten t ion  th& they have generally received, 

Plain i n  iiew kjexico was described i n  1885 i n  the American Meteorological Joui-nal. 

About twelve sirnple whirls, each turning on i t s  own a x i s ,  were i n  a c i r c l e  of &out 

ten rods diameter and they were a l l  turning around a comriion center. The rnotion i n  

the ilidiviclud whirls was decidedly more rapid than that of the system as a whole. 

The dust rose t o  a height of  75 t o  100 feet .  

Similar multiple whirls have often been r'eported f r o m  India, and groulx of 

Watersgouts have sometimes been seen t g  behave i n  the same fashion. 
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