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A THLTNDERSTORId iviYSTSRY 

BP Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

A few years ago Miss E. Label Clark, writing t o  me from Mormandy Park ,  

ltorristown, 3. J., described a weird experience that  be fe l l  her one night i n  the s w l r  

mer of 1917. 

tween Morristown a id  ldiontclair, ll. J. 

With a chauffeur and some fr iends she motored over a mountain road be- 

A violet  thunderstorn was i n  progress, mith 

rain that  at f i r s t  w a s  to r ren t ia l ,  

'!As we emerged from the woods,!' she says ,  'land reached some meadows, the 

air suddenly became vibrant wi t11  flames, about the s ize  of a womanls hand, with e x  

tended f ingers ,  tvhich were describing half arcs. 

swiftly fo r  a second o r  two ,  about f i v e  o r  s i x  f e e t ,  before disai,pearinG. 

have been hundreds of them, on a11 sides of us, and as high up as me could see, and 

their  bluish flanles illuminated the fog. 

of coui'se be seen, a i d  during the display the r a in  was l e s s  Violent, ah los t  Ceasing 

before the ;$ieiiomenon had ent i re ly  ceased. 

these conditions. 

lands, which =e not in  normal conditions bogs o r  marshy, as f a r  as one can observe 

That i s ,  they would Wpear, move 

There must 

During the l i g h t n i x  flashes they could not 

Ve must. have driven a mile or more under 

The road, during t h i s  experience, l ed  through wncultivated meadow- 

through a small stream meanders throwh them. On reaching a s l igh t  h i l l ,  and a l i t t l e  

settlement where the f i e l d s  were under cult ivation the phenomenon ceased. 

at t h i s  date was a d i r t  road, and the r a in  had transformed it into a verit;lble.murasP~lJ 

The road 

Our great-grandfathers would h o t  have hesi ta ted t o  c lass  this $iellenomeiion as 
The f a c t  that  i t  occurred during a 

Some 
will-ol-tlie-mis~) -- but what i s  will-01-the-wisp? 
Severe thuiiderstorm suggests that  i t  was an e lec t r ica l  phenomenon of some sort. 
luminous ~~heiiomeiia of the atmosphere a re  s t i l l  puzzling and defy' c lass i f  icztion. 
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