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A3T A.NNU.4.L POLLEN STORM 

- 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on iheteorology 

In  a dust storm the atmosphere over a large area i s  charged with dust. In 

a “pollen storm,ll as t h i s  t e r n  i s  used by 0. C, Curham, of the Abbott Laboratories, 

xorth C h i c q p ,  the  air contains great quant i t ies  of pollen. By far the  la rges t  ger- 

centage of hay fever cases 3.n N o r t h  America a r e  due t o  a pollen s torm occurriilg 8mu.&’ 

.lY i n  the l a t e  summer and ear ly  autumn, i n  which the  i r r i t a t i n g  pollen i s  imiiily tha t  

of ragweed, of two species. 

Canada and i,e::ico, jdr .  N r h m  has conducted i n  recent years annual counts of the rag- 

weed pollen i n  the air  day by d q y  i n  numerous l o c a l i t i e s ,  and he has r?ujlished a 

With the a i d  of  weather observers i n  the United States ,  

summary containing the s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  the  year 1929 t o  1933, inclusive. The pollen 

crop was heaviest i n  1933, when it  i s  estimated that  the t o t a l  amount 0% ragweed 

Pollen dei2osited i n  the United States  alone was not l e s s  than 275,000 tons. An in- 

te res t ing  occurrence of the ‘same year was the wave of pollen blown southward f r o m  

Indiana and Ohio almost t o  the Gulf coast on August 23 to ’  25 by the heavgr winds at- 

tending a t ropical  s to rm tha t  swept up the Atlant ic  seaboard. The great drought of 

1930 reduced the pollen Ccop t o  about one-half bhe a v e r q e  f o r  the other four years 

and a l s o  delayed the beginning of the ragweed pollen season by about two weeks. 
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