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CAMPANIliS &\ID XIS ITEATHIER JOURNAL 

By Chml-es Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Leteorology 

Tovrard the middle o f  the seventeenth century a small Swedish colony, lcnown 

5s iTew Svredeii, was established ne= the  i'resent s i t e  of Tlilmington, Delaware. 

was erected rlear t he  mouth of Christicma Creek i n  1638, and h i t h e r  Came i n  16.1-3 n 

Swedish clergym,u, the Rev. Johann C m p n i u s ,  who reinained i n  the  colony about f i v e  

Years. 

d f o r t  

3esides tr,uzslating the  Swedish catechism in to  the language o f  the Delaware 

Indians, C q i a n i u s  found time t o  make nates o f  the weather aid climate,  and he l;e;2t 

a regular vrez,ther journal f o r  every day of  t he  years 1644 and 1645, The ori;;inc?l 

journal no loiiger e x i s t s ,  but iu1 abs t rac t  o f  i t ,  i n  vhich the  weather i s  sumi.,r.ized 

mainly by l0-dw ;>eriods, was published at StOCldlOliIl i n  1702 by h i s  grandson, 'XIO~IBS 

bmpanius So l in ,  as a se-,arate chapter of a book e n t i t l e d  "Kor t  Beslcrifniil;; om zrovin- 

cien iT3-a Svreri,,e'I ("Short Description of the  rrovince o f  liew Sweden") . 
once w a s )  8 co;?y of t h i s  r a r e  work Ln the Philadel$ia Free Library. 

Tllera i o  ( o r  

So far as hiown, t he  journal of Cm:)anius was the  f i r s t  da i ly  record of  

weather ever kept i n  &erica. A t  the  period i n  question meteorological instrunleiits 

were i n  t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  infancy, and none were used by t h i s  observep. 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

-...-----_---- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 

2101 Consti tution Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 


