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Authority on Meteorology 

Hot  weather, as Prof ,  E. G. Dexter once proved from police records, tends 

t o  make peo-$e quarrelsonie; provided i t  i s  not t o o  hot .  

the bell igerent s p i r i t  w i l t s .  

Beyond a certain teliYerature 

Various other effects  of high temperature on humail conduct a r e  more o r  l e s s  

fmmil ia r ,  Less Bas been heard &out the moral effects  of cold. One of the few pb- 

l ished statements on the subject i s  the whimsical one of Sydney Smi th  -- whose account 

of a hot day when he obliged t o  take off h i s  f lesh  and s i t  i n  h i s  bones has be- 

come classic. He once wrote: 

"Very high w d  l o w  temperature extinguishes all human sympathy and relations.  

I t  i s  impossible t o  f ee l  affection beyond 78 degrees o r  below 20 degrees of E',chrejl- 

he i t ;  humaii ilature i s  t o o  sol id  o r  t o o  liquid'beyond these l imits.  lian only l i ves  t o  

shiver and perspire.* 
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