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By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  

Authority on Meteorology 

A new era  was introduced i n  l'synopticll meteorology when, i n  response t o  the 

demands of  aviators ,  it became customary t o  col lect  and d is t r ibu te  reports of current 

weather conditions dong airways at frequent, intervals  throughout the day and night6 

mith a rapidly increasing number of airmays along which an intensive weather-report- 

ing system i s  maintained, the areas oovered by the reports tend t o  coalesce u n t i l  

frequent weather reports become available f o r  a country as a whole. 

Such reports are usef'ul t o  many persons besides aviators, In the United 

States the weather infomation dis t r ibuted by the very rapid teletype system main- 

tained on the airways by the Department of Commerce i s  now extensively U t i l i z e d  by 

automobile clubs. Thus, the Chicgo Motor Club obtains teletype reports concerning 

the weather prevailing over a large area three times every day and issues charts from 

which motor i s t s  can learn the state of the weather dong each highway. 

Another use o f  airway weather reports i s  i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  Chicago, where the 

Commonwealth Edison Company i s  guided by the radio broadcasts of these reports i n  

estimating a few hours i n  advance the mount of power that w i l l  be needed at various 

times through the day, as affected especially by variations i n  daylight. 
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