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WHERE HUR2ICA?%S S T U T  

By Charles Fitzhugh Ta l inan ,  
Authority on kieteorology 

Once lilore most India hurricanes a r e  i n  the da i ly  news, Those that  l a sh  

the southeastern shores of  our continent always come from afar:  a t  this t i n e  of 

Year most  of ten,  i t  i s  'believed, from the waters off  *he west coast of Africa. All 

S t o r m s  of  t h i s  categoqr a r e  born in the doldrums -- the i r regular  zone o f  calms, 

SqUalls and thunderstorms lying over the equatorial  oceans and, on the Atlant ic ,  

a l i t t l e  north of the equator. 

through the year ,  following the movements o f  the sun. 

The doldrums s h i f t  a few degrees north and south 
c 

Occasionally the heating and 

exPanSiOn o f  air over  a la rge  a rea  se t s  up a big vortex i n  t h i s  zone, the rotat ion 

of which i s  due to the def lect ive force of the ear th 's  rotat ion upon the infloving 

winds. This force increases with distance from the equator. 

Strong vort ices  a re  most lilcely t o  be established on the northern border 

of the doldrums and especially at the season when the doldrwi be l t  i s  fa r thes t  fron 

the equator. 

a confl ic t  betmeen the northeast  trada winds and the winds t h a t ,  beginning as south- 

All additional factor  i n  producing them is probably i n  some:cnses 

east  trades,  bccorne approximately southwesterly when they pass i n t o  the northem 

hemisphere. Soi.ie of these vort ices  become involved i n  tho east-to-mest d r i f t  of 

the trade winds a d  thus become travel ing cyclones. 
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