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CLOUDS ON TKE HORIZON 

By Charles Bitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Mateorology 

The clouds that you see apparently lying along the horizon are red137 far 

For a person whose eye i s  5 fee t  above a level  plain o r  the ocenn the beyond it. 

horizon, where slcy a d  ear th  appear t o  meet, i s  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than 3 miles amwo 

Along the horizon he mw SeQ the feathery plumes o f  c i r rus  clouds. 

age height f o r  such clouds above the earth -- say 35,000 fee t  -- they are about 200 

Assuing ttn mer- 

miles away f rom the observer. 

horizon may be anywhere from 100 t o  150 miles away, o r  even farther. 

The sunrnit of a huge thunderhead projecting above the 

h o t h e r  interest ing fact  about clouds on the horizon i s  that  o n l y  d e n  thus 

seen do they give us a, correct idea of the ratio between the i r  ver t ica l  and horizontal 

dimensions. 3lsewhere i n  the rrky they are more o r  l e s s  foreshortened vertic?-lly. 

Because of  the different angles at vrhich i t  i s  seen, the apparent shape o f  a. cloud- 

varies strikingly as i t  passes from the horizon t o  the zenith o r  vice versa. ?or the 

same reason clouds w i t h  open spaces between then appear t o  COdeSCe into n COnthUOuS 

sheet when seen far from the zenith, 
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