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MIRAGE ON EVEREST 

~ 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on kieteorology 

3'. s; Sqythe, one of the vorld 's  bes t  knom mountaineers, was a ~m.?x?r of  

the k u n t  &rei-est expedition of 1933. 

RUttledeers recent book- about the expedition he describes an e q e r i e n c e  tha t  b e f e l l  

him dxi le  he w3-s m&ing a s o l i t a r y  c l inb  between two o f  the canps. 

In  a chapter that he contributes t o  k-:h 

He S ~ S :  "1 ~m.8 

still SOine 200 f ee t  above Camp V I  ,uld a considerable dist,mCe horizontal1.y f r o  1 i t  

when, chancing to  g l m c e  i n  the d i r ec t ion  of  the  nor th  ridge,  I saw two curioi!.s-loolc- 

ing objects f l oa t ing  i n  the slcy. They strongly resejnbled kite-balloons i n  sh,??e, but 

One possessed vhat appeared t o  be squat underdeveloped mjngs, and the other r? ]?,i'O- 

tuberalice sucgestive of a be&. They hovered motionless but seemed slovr1Y l)v.lSate, 

a Pulsation inc identa l ly  much slower t h m  uy om heart-beats, which i s  o f  iiltex'est 

t ha t  i t  was an op t i ca l  i l lug ion .  The two objec ts  were very dark i l l  C O l O U T  

and mere si lhouetted sharply against  the sky, o r  possibly a background Of Cloud.,  

Just as I was s t a r t i n g  t o  move z a i n  a mist suihlen'jg d r i f t e d  across. riradually they 

disappeared behind i t ,  and- when a minute o r  two l a t e r  i t  had d r i f t e d  c l ea r ,  e q o s i n g  

the whole o f  the north ridge once more, they had vanished as mysteriously an they 

Came. ' 1  

Lr. Smythe i s  uncertain tvhether to a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  specCacle t o  ina?:ination 

O r  mirage. I t  my well have been a case o f  "superior mirage,ll duo to a slim::) con-, 

trast i n  temperature between cold air adjacent t o  the snow-clad mountain slope 3 r d  

marmer air above. 
(All r i gh t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCE SEBVICE 
2101 Constitution Ave. 

Washington, 3. C. 

----------- 


