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RAIIJBOW NOT IONS 

By Charles F i tzhwh Talman 
Authority. on Lieteorolo,qy 

According t o  Bent, the English t r a v e l e r ,  Greek peasants f o r e t e l l  the ci-ops 

from t h e  colors of the rainbow. If red p reva i l ,  the crop of grapes w i l l  'be ct'duildant; 

if green, t ha t  o f  o l ives ;  if yellow, tha t  of corn. According t o  English follclore, as 

c i t ed  by %chard Inwards, if the  green of a rainbow be l a rge  and br igh t ,  i t  is ;I sf@ 

of continued rain;  if red be the strongest color,  there w i l l  be r a i n  and winC tot;ether. 

of Course, these ideas a re  without s c i e n t i f i c  foundation. 

In the south of Ireland tkere i s  a saying, "A Sa turdG's  rdnboyr, a. meek's 

ro t ten  neathei-." 

There a re  several rhymes about morning and eveniEg rainbows. Here a re  some 

of them: 

If there be a rainbow i n  the  eve, 
It w i l l  r a in  and leave; 
But i f  there be a rainbow i n  the morrow, 
I t  m i l l  n e i the r  lend nor borrov. 

A rainbow i n  the morning 
Is the shepherd's warning; 
A rainbow at night 
Is the shepherd's delight.  

Rainbow at n ight ,  sailor's de l igh t ;  
&inborn i n  morning, sailors take warning. 

If the rainbow comes at n ight ,  
The r a i n  i s  gone quite. 

A naut ica l  proverb says: 

%inbow to windward, f o u l  f a l l  the day; 
Rainbow t o  leeward, dmp runs away. 
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