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The delusive notion tha t  the equiinoxes of spring and. f a l l  a re  pa r t i cu la r ly  

sto?.mY periods o f  the year is one of hoary an t iqu i ty .  I t s  o r ig in  has not been traced, 

but i t  doubtless took i t s  r i s e  at a time when astrology passed f o r  sound science, and 

a l l  things t e r r e s t r i a l  vjere supposed t o  be governed by the  movements of the, hea,venly 

There are, many a l lus ions  t o  the be l ie f  i n  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  Catul-lus, 

f o r  example, r e f e r s  t o  the  "cae l i  furor  aequinoctialis" -- the  raging o f  the eU@noc- 

t i a l  SICY. 

The notion f lour i shes  today i n  mestern Europe; p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the Xi-itish 

I s l e s .  

Dictionary; the e a r l i e s t  da t ing  from the middle of t h e  eighteenth century. 

Of the be l i e f  i s  found i n  western England, where people t a lk  of  ll€iichaelrito;r:S" -- 

Several references t o  i t  i n  English l i t e r a t u r e  are c i t e d  i n  the Nen E n Z l i s h  

A var ian t  

strong vinds supposed t o  p reva i l  about 14ichaelmas (September 29). 

The Anerican conception of equinoctial  s torms d i f f e r s  sonewhat froii %lie 

ideas preva i l ing  abroad. 

the time of the vernal equinox -- though the month of March as a whole has an uncle- 

In t h i s  country we r a r e l y  hear of such storms occurring at 

served reyutation f o r  windiness -- but there i s  a well-sett led be l ie f  t h a t  a.sirq.;le 

stormy period invariably occurs* Some time around the  autumnal equinox ( fd l i i i ? ;  t h i s  

Year on September 23). 
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