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THi3 HU.IIIBC OF WImS 

By Charles Fitzhu& T'alman, 
Authority on Eleteorology 

------ 

That m&es telegraph and telephone mires hm? There has been a good- Cenl 

Of controversy over t h i s  question i n  s c i e n t i f i c  c i rc les .  O f  course, the souncl. i s  not 

caused o r  affected. by the e l e c t r i c  currents passing along the wires, and i t  i s  d l l l O S t  

c e r t a in ly  Clue solely to the wind, despite the suggestion of ten made that it  i s  Caused 

by the small md rzpid earthquake tremors, imperceptible t o  hunan senses, known as 

"microseisms." The humming i s  best  heard when one's ear  i s  placed against  a telecraph 

telephone pole. 

A number o f  meteorologists have made regular observations of t h i s  sound from 

'W t o  day a n c l  claim t o  have found re la t ions  between i t s  occurrence and various neaaer  

notibns about i t  are  undoubtedly i l lusorye  

The r e d  or ig in  of t h i s  sound i s  revealed by motion pictures  of  the ec2cl.ies 

Produced i n  water f l o w i x  pas t  a wire o r  other cylinder. 

in rapid succession a l te rna te ly  t o  the r ight  and l e f t  of the obstruction. 

thing happens i n  the air. 

The eddies a r e  seen tb occur 

The sa le  

The al ternat ion i s  regular and of ten occurs at the r i c h t  

t o  prodme audible sound waves. Tho sound i s  more o r  l e s s  musicd ,  on account 

of the re&ari tg  of the waves, and i t s  p i t c h  var ies  w i t h  the diameter of the wire 

and the speed at which the air flows past  it. 

The humming i s  loudest when the wires a r e  t i g h t l y  stretched, as they a l e  

The e6.dies cause rapid var ia t ions i n  the tension Of l i k e l y  t o  be i n  cold weather, 

the wires, and these var ia t ions are transmitted t o  the posts ,  which a c t  as soulding 

boards and great ly  increase the volume o f  the sound. 
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