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There are many o ld  proverbs and sayings about the phenomenon of r a in  f d l -  

ing during sunshine, Thus: 
"A sunshiny shower 
Never lasts an hour. It 

"Sunshiny r a i n  
W i l l  soon go again." 

"Sunshine and shower, r a in  again tomorrorr. It 

me a r e  to ld  tha,t i f  i t  rains while the sun i s  shining the devi l  i s  beating 

his grandmother; he i s  laughing and she i s  crying. 

devil  i s  beating h i s  wife with a codfish. 

An American variant i s  t h a t  the 

According t o  Fanny Bergen ("Current Supers t i t ions") ,  the VeY people Of Test 

Africa say t ha t  such a shower i s  a sign tha t  a 1.eopardess has just given b i r t h  t o  

Young. In  Japan the occurrence i s  sa id  t o  ind ica te  t h a t  a wedding procession O P  foxes 

is passing near by, and the  children have a p r e t t y  custom o f  running t o  the  sv-]?portiw 

P i l l a r s  o f  the house t o  place the car  against  them and l i s t e n  f o r  the  foxes' fOOtfdlS. 

The l i t t l e  people a l s o  i n t e r l a c e  t h e i r  f i nge r s  a ce r t a in  way; then, peeping through 

the chinks between the f ingers ,  they sw they can see the wedding t r a i n .  

Dr. W. J. Ikunphrcys, i n  his ItWesther Proverbs, says :  IfObviously sunshine 
9 

W d  shower' gener,illy implies r a in  from a cloud of very l imi ted  extent,  and ra in  from 

S O  S m a l l  a cloud implies, i n  turn,  qu i te  humid air and a d i s t r ibu t ion  of  teSq3r8tUTQ 

favorable t o  l ocn l  ascensions and overturns. ,Hence, as such conditions conmionly per- 

s i s t  from one t o  several  days, sunshine and shower on one day m a y  well be followed by 

showers the next day." 
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