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A S3IdEDEFUNCT SUPERSTITION 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

A fen decades ago European agr icu l tur i s t s  and hor t icu l tur i s t s  were ms t ing  

a vast mount o f  money i n  f i r i n g  cannons, bombs and rockets at the clouds foi- the 

P'Wose of  averting hailstorms, The vigorous campaign o f  education conducted by 

meteorologists with respect t o  this delusive practice seems t o  have borne f rui t ,  f o r  

much l e s s  i s  heard nov&ays than formerly about lfhail-shooting,tf as the process i s  

often called. I t  seems, however, that  the new skepticism of the public concerning 

the merits OB hail-shooting does not necessarily imply abandonment of the equally 

foolish idea that  the f i r i n g  of explosives may affect the weather i n  other nagrs. 

A few years ago some unregenerate hail-sh.ooter i n  th'e vi l lage o f  Pollestres, 

near the c i ty  o f  Pel-piman, i n  southern France, was accused by h i s  neighbors of caus- 

ing a drought i n  that  vicini ty  by f i r i ng  rockets at the cloucls. 

t i e s  accordingly addressed a memol*i&l, to  the prefect of the department, requesting 

that the pract ice  be stopped. 

The vil lage authori- 
I 

The preamble runs as follows: 

' Whereas, according t o  our learned meteorologists, the f i r i ng  of rockets 

is without effect  on hailstorms, 

"Thereas said rockets can a t t a in  a height of only 1,000 t o  1,200 meters, 

while the frozen clouds are at 3,000 t o  4,000 meters, 

"And whereas, i n  consequence of such f i r ing ,  the water clouds w e  rl.iiiCl;ly 

dissipated and therefore cannot give the i r  m a x i m u m  o f  rain," etc. 
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