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SllZDEIJ IXATH" 

By Clarles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

I t  p;iwrlrs that  the e$say !'And Sudden Death," or ig ina l ly  published i l l .  the  

R ~ x ~ c x I  E i)i?cst ald svbsequently repr inted as a separate p q A i l e t  and i n  many nom- 

Papers, has had the desired effect. I ts  enormous c i rcu la t ion  has resul ted i n  a grat i -  

fy% decrease in mtomobile accidents. 

I t  i s  a ne11 h o t m  f a c t  tha t  the horrors of many d isas te rs  dxe t o  the forces 

of nature can be grea t ly  mitigated by inems o f  suita3le precautionary measures. 

Earthqual:e-proof arclii t e c t u m ,  the Intornat ional Ice Patrol ,  radio s to rm warnings, 

tornado c e l l a r s  and the l i k e  have already averted n great ma1y deaths and much suf- 

fering, 

a d  elsewhere, the gruesome d e t a i l s  o f  natural  d i sas te rs  were vividly presented? 

Vould no t  sucll safeguards be more videly u t i l i z e d  i f ,  i n  the public s c h o o l s  

Dr. W i l l i a m  de Kleine, of th.e American Red Cross, m o t e  a fern years ago 

af te r  v i s i t i n g  the scene o f  a tornado: 

"1 wish I could convey a word picture  of the casual t ies  witnessed -- they 
Were the most mtil&.ting I have ever seen, 
destructive,  
of the  head seemed t o  predominate. 
gashes on the head and face; faces bruised and swollen beyond recognition; ears  
Par t ly  o r  nearly severed; eyes y x t l y  gouged o u t ;  f rac tures  o f  the sErull and wounds 
of the face and j a w ;  crauiums pierced by large sp l in te rs ;  simple and conpound frac- 
tures  of the c lav ic le ;  f ractured r i b s ;  puncture wounds of  the pleural  and abdominal 
cav i t ies ;  f ractures  of the boms of the back r8SUltillg i n  conslete o r  p a r t i a l  paraly- 
s i s  below the point of f racture;  simple md compound fractures  of every var ie ty  of 
a m 6  and legs; abrasions and lacerat ions o f  every part  of the bocly. 

of disaster ,  
WK'L o t b r  objects cause ghastly and mutilating woullds, which a re  fur ther  complicated 
by d i r t  and s p l i n t e r s  driven i n t o  the t issues.  
Pitrzls "UP$- t l m t  they could not get the pa t ien ts  clean f o r  several days; the d i r t  just 
had t o  wear off,It 

tornado tha t  v i s i t e d  BILunkville, twenty people were injured! 

I doubt tha t  nodern warfare could be illore 
There were c r i t i c a l  i i i jur ies  of ilemly ever;r par t  of the body; i i i jur ies  

There mere scalp wounds of every descrintion; deep 

"Injur ies  resul t ing from tornadoes a r e  much more severe than i n  other types 
The t e r r i f i c  force of tlie whirling winds, f ly ing  a d  twis t iw so l in te rs  

1 have frequently heard nurses i n  has- 

Compare t h i s  description wit11 the bald s t a t i s t i c a l  statement tllat, i n  the 
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