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LIeteorologists a re  perennially surprised at the w a y  i n  which huiian unc'.er- 

takings i n  vhich cl inate  plws a ?art are p1,anned nithout regai-d to  clirmtic s b -  

t i s t i c s .  The clossic i l l u s t r a t ion  -- perhaps apocryphal -- is that  the e p i p ~ e i i t  

sent to  Pan-. f o r  dig,5;ing the canal. iilcluded. a consigment o f  snow-shovels, 

. -. ililite,zy GO:? .anders have frequently ignored the recorded f ec t s  of cli;?,-.te, 

t o  the i r  SOi' i*oiT. A t  f irst  s ight ,  one 1 1 ~  think that S i r  Willia'! Birdwod v3.s just- 

t i f i e d  when, the other day, he claimed that the I ta l ians  had. coi:.itted R blm6ei- of  

t h i s  sort  i n  seilC.iile; troops t o  M r i c a  clad i n  heavy woolJ.en coibts. I t a ly  hps, h o p  

ever, able cli.!rtologists t o  ac'vise her,  ,and they imy hme reco : ended just  such 

apparel. 

For it  should be reiiembered that the a t g a l l i n g  heat of the Ethiolpicn 

lovrlands ant of I t a ly l s  ad.jacent colonies ioes  no t  prevail on the Ethiopian 

plateaux, t o  +ich the inwwiers  hope t o  penetrate prol;;ptly. AdZis Abnba, 13,000 

feet  above sea leve l ,  has recorcled freezing neather and there are l o f t i e r  ink:;ited 

regions i n  -7;i;ch night f ros t s  are not uncomon. 

because o f  i t s  a l t i tude ,  a temperate rp,ther than a tor r id  cliiante, 

The greater part  of Ethhopkhns, 
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