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IdILITARY j:ETEOROLOGY 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

I t  i s  am o ld  s tory  t h a t  weather and climate ;>lay a conspicuous p a t  i n  

mi l i t a ry  operations. 

by the ;31)$icatioii of meteorology t o  mi l i t a ry  poblems. 

shage duriiig the  world war  and i t s  u t i l i t y  t o  armies and navies i s  not even yet  

f u l l y  recognized. 

It  i s  a newer one that t h e i r  r o l e  can b e  m t e r i s l l y  modified 

Mili tary meteoro1o;;y took 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  of so ld i e r s  t o  the weather was expressed i i i  a re- 

mark o f  1,Larshal Jof f re  i n  the ear ly  days o f  the las t  grea t  conflict .  Excusing set- 

backs experienced by h i s  nrqy on account of muddy roads, he said: "1 commend sol- 

d i e r s ,  but not the 5aometer.n Yet then, o r  very soon afterward, J o f f r e  had under 

h i s  cora;land men trailled i n  the  reading of barometers, who, at weather s t a t i o n s  in- 

s t a l l e d  aloiig the  b a t t l e  f r o n t ,  were oyeratiilg an elaborate meteorological service 

f o r  the benef i t  o f  t he  French armyr 

Most  of the d e s  and navies ga r t i c ipa t ing  i n  the  w a x  liarl meteorological 

nits-soinethiiig unheard of i n  previous conf l ic t s .  Aviation, gas warfare and the  

aiming of 1ong-rc,iy2e S n s  y o f  i t e d  es-lecially by t h e i r  o'aservstion and :godic t ion  

of weather. 

I t a l i a n s  will doubtless m&e fu l l  use o f  t h i s  new brmcli of Eqplied 

science i n  t h e i r  Ethioi2ian CmLJaign, and much w i l l  be learned about t he  meteorolog 

of Haile S e l a s s i e t s  kingdom before the  war i s  over. 
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