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By Charles Yitzhugh T a l r ~ n  
,Authority on Meteorology 

If you go t o  Egypt i n  winter i n  search of nsrmth you m a y  be disa;z;r!ointed. 

ed with cold wez,?.ther. 

A freezing temperature has been recorded only once on the Egypt ian coast,  

where the iaflueiice of the Mediterranean tempers the climate, It  occurred at Fort  

Said iii Decem’aer. Readiilgs s l i g h t l y  below freezing occur ra re ly  i n  Ca i ro  d i s t r i c t ,  

but a re  more coxmy1 f a r t h e r  south, where the influence o f  the desert i s  more f e l t r  

Thus, freeeiiig h,:.s beell recorded several times i n  the Siwa m d  Dddila oases1 Eveu 

at Wadi Ha l f t ? , ,  j u s t  within the tropics,  thowh the a l t i t u d e  above sea leve l  i s  only 

420 f e e t ~ ,  the influenae of the desert  i n  causing a wide diurnal range of  t e q e r q t u r e  

is so greclt that  the winter nights a r e  often decidedly cold,  and a temiJern.ture o f  28 

degrees Fahreilheit has been recorded thcre. Freeziag has a l s o  Seen recorded. at E l  

Obeid ( a l t i t u d e  1870 fee t )  , i n  l a t i t u d e  13 Be 

The loirest tenperature ever regis tered i n  1gYpt by a properly screehed 

thermometer w : ~  25 degrees Fahrenheit at Giza,  lieax‘ C a i r o ,  i n  December, 1905. In  

Jaiiuary , 1925, &tzrznG a period of cold northeast winds, freezing wns recorded f i v e  

times at G i z a ,  m d  hoarfrost  formed there, Even during the coldest weather, hovy 

eTrer, the temyernture does not remain near the  freezing point very long ‘a€ter sun- 

r i s e o  
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