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? Why THE \ l L A T ~ ~  0 Mailed Oct, lp, 1935 

By Charles P i t z h x h  T a l m i ,  
Authority on iheteorology 

A book by W. Branch Johnson about the follclore o f  Normandy records a i I W  

ber of qv-aiiit 3,nd curious b e l i e f s  r e l a t i n g  t o  weather. 

believed that  %he wiiids dwelt together i n  a. great palace; an idea probably ljorrovred 

The Norman fishermen once 
@ 

from c l a s s i c d  . , ~ t h o l o g y .  Wind i n  general i s  nicknamed Boillriotnrlie Has&; a nare e p  

>lained by the f?-ct that  Ithe l i l c e s t o  go about opening windows by forcell The patron 

saillt of the P-Jind i s  St ,  h t o i n e .  Among the sailors of the PqW de Caux it was once 

customary to  -il,ui;e into the sea singing soothing lu l lab ies  t o  the saint  when t'ney 

wished the i1riiq-d t o  abate. 

Accor<.iiig to  a saying on the  B q r  o f  St, Xichel it i s  not,  as j?eople sqy 

i n  many other i)arts of the world, an old woman who i s  pluclcing her geese when it 

snows, Sut I'tlie Lood God i s  pluckiilg H i s  geese to  i~repare  them f o r  the marrisGe o f  

The ;)iicleiit Norsemen say{ i n  tine rainbow a bridge joiiiiug heaven a d  earth,  

The sa i lors '  but t h e i r  desceiidaiits i n  Normandy say it  i s  the shadow o'f such a bridge. 

believe that  t h e  raiii3ow sucks up water from the  sea m d  that  should a boat  hmxlen 

t o  pass throu& the f o o t  of the rainbow i t  wouJ.8 likewise be sucked upe 

biother beli2f i s  tha t  i n  l ightning, and a l s o  when a sudden l i g h t  breaks 

through a s t o r m  cloud, the Blessed Virgin r i  sometimes be seen. The peasal ts  sa;y 

that  when a ;_,ope dies a cloud bows before the cardinal whom Heaven has chosen t o  

succeed him, 
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