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- T I B  CLASSIFICATION 2 CLIIATES 

By Charles F i t  zhugh Ta.lman 
Authority on ileteurology 

Climates are variously c l a s s i f i ed ,  u s u d l y  on the basis of one o r  liiore o f  

the clililatic elenents but soiietines with reference t o  t h e i r  e f fec ts ,  The inost fan- 

i l i a r  c l a s s i f i cn t ion  refers to temperature. We speak o f  t rop ica l ,  tempernte and 

polar climates; but i n  using these terins one should not forge t  t ha t  other things be- 

s ides  l a t i t u d e  control the d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  tcuperature. 

the ocem nnd o ther  l a r g e  bodies o f  nn ter  i s  a h i o s t  equally important* 

face grows w m m  by d.ay/in sulil1ier, and grows cold by n i r a t  and i n  v in t e r ,  m c h  more 

Location n i t h  respect t o  

A land sur- 
and. 

r ap id .1~  than a. water surface, and the acljacent air va r i e s  i n  tenpera.turo according- 

ly. IIence we have a cla,ssification of  climates as marine and continent??.  The for- 

mer, under the influence of 0ceFni.c wrinds, h w e  a moderate range of teqmrature ,  

vh i le  tho l a t t e r  a re  subject t o  extrenes o f  he r t  and.  cold. 
deser t  

There i s  a l s o  R cla,ssific,%tion yitli respect to nois ture ,  i n  vhickJcli- 

mates m e  at one ex t ro ie  and humid Cli1113,tes at the other. From t h e  standpoint of 

the physiologist  climates may be cla.ssified as invizorating, relaxing, mild, 

rigorous, etc. 

Several au tho r i t i e s  have given us quite elaborc.,te sys t em of c l a s s i f i ca -  
t i o n s  b a e d  on combinations of c l i n e t i c  ele.:ents, t h e i r  seasonal var ia t ions ,  the i r  
b io log icc l  relcitions, etc. 
Koeppen, o r ig ina l ly  xiblished i n  1300 and extensively revised i n  1918, 

s m a l l  portions o f  the atuosphere, such as the i :iiedia,tc v i c i n i t y  of a yar t i cu la r  
p lan t  o r  son0 p a r t  of a plant,  as d i s t i n p i s i l e a  from the 'tnacroclim~,tet1 o f  n more 
extensivu region. 

A romarlrable e x a y l e  is  the system devised by Dr. 

Lastly,  ve have the new conception of "nicroclimates, 11 prevailing i n  very 
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