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ALPIIIE RAIN &Q SNOW 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talrnavl 
Authority on Neteorology 

The total  precipitation-or, as i t  i s  of ten  loosely ca l led  ttrainfa.lltl-- 

a% tiny place includes both r a in  and mom. The l a t t e r  i s  xe l ted  before if i s  rieasur- 

ed, Oi' the depth of water i t  represents i s  computed. 

of Nom York City is 43 inches; that o f  Toronto, 31 inches. 

The avera.qe yw.r ly  r a i n f a l l  

The ve t to s t  Irnom spot 

i n  the United States--in northvestern Oregon-has an avercXe of about 131 inches. 

Hon do thesje f igures  co:ipare with the r a i n f a l l  o f  the  high Alps? 

I t  1 ~ s  Secolie possible i n  recent years t o  ansvrer t h i s  question, because 

i n  many uninhabited Alpine d i s t r i c t s  there have been ins t ; l l ed  gauges o f  the kind 

knom as t ' totalizerslt,  lfifhich co l lec t  the ra inf ,d l  o f  an e n t i r e  year. There a re  now 

upva.rC:Ls o f  120 of these instmllents i n  the Swiss Alps, $nich m e  v i s i t e d  at l e a s t  

once a ye,-.r, vhen the accwiiulnted r a i n f a l l  i s  measured. 

Thus ve l ea rn  tha t  at heights from 10,000 t o  13,000 f e e t  cdiove sea l e v e l  

the  r a i n f a l l  i n  riany places e2;ceef-s 120 inches a ye2.r. In  sone p a r t s  of the can- 

tons of  Valais 

meters (157 inches). 

S t .  Gall the mouitnin gauges show an average r a i n f a l l  o f  four 
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