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HJetemlogists attached to the invading I t a l i a n  ar:y vi11 perlinps be able 

t o  t e l l  us before the present 1pI;I.r i s  over just how hot the weather ced.1~7 gets i n  

the  Dznaliil desert  region of  northenstern Ethioyia, vrhere a recent travelel. claimed 

t o  have iensured air  tuLlperatures aG high as 170. Such reaclings are incredible i f  

the  thermometer was exposed, as i s  customcry i n  weather observa t ims ,  at a height 

of at l e a s t  a fev f e e t  above the ground. 

ground i t s e l f  1x1s been known t o  get as hot as tha t  i n  H r i c n n  cleserts nncl nearly 

as high a temperature may occcsionally 

On the o ther  hand, the surface o f  the 

preva i l  i n  the  air  a fen inches above it. 

In  h i s  book on the S&a,ra, an Bnglish t r ans l a t ion  of vhich has just ap- 

pezred, Prof., ErF, Gautier rrri tes of t h a t  descrt: 

" A t  the surface of the d.uneo the mobile gra ins  of sand touch on1.y i n  l i m -  

i t e d  portions of t h e i r  periphery; air i s  iTiw-isoncd betiwen them, foforniqy an in- 

s u l a t i o n  ags ins t  the heat. The heating thus remains 1.ocn.lizod at the surface,  

rrhich bccoms scorching hot. In  thc b a t t l e  o f  i.ieta,rfa, which X U S  fought i n  tho  

dunes, the native foot  so ld i e r s ,  incapable o f  holding a prone pos i t ion  f o r  f i r i n g ,  

remained standing i n  s p i t e  of ordt3rs and- dl were k i l lod ."  The surface l o s e s  heat 

very rapidly as soon as the sun s e t s ,  and even swxier nights on the dunes m o  do- 

l i g h t f u l l y  cool. , 
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