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SAHARAN SHOWERS 

By Charles Fitahugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The Sahara is a desert, but, like other deserts, it is subject to oc- 

casional showers, some of which are of marked intensfty. 

in his recently published book "Sahara, the Great Desert," says: 

Prof. E. F. Gautier, 

"There is not an oasis in any part of the desert where the inhabitants 

do not retain a clear remembrance of their own last great storm and the havoc caus- 

ed by it. 

the enclosing walls are not only constructed of dried mud, but often'of a salt mud: 

and under the deluge they melt and crwble. 

age is easy t o  repair. 

These rains always wreck the towns, since most of the little houses and 

But this is not important, for the dam- 

They gladly resign themselves to the task because these rare 

heavy, devastating rains are the only ones which have any practical value; they alone 

feed the subterranean reserves of water and have an agricultural importance. The 

little showers, on account of the rapid evaporation, return almost IQUtantly to the 

heavens whence they came 
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