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By Charles Fitahugh Talman 
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I n  h i s  learned work "Primit ive Time-Heckoningft, Prof .  PA. P. Nilsson, 

of the Universi ty  of Lund, c i t e s  a g r e a t  number of examples from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  

of the world of t h e  d iv i s ion  of t h e  year  i n t o  per iods dis t inguighed by the  recur- 
~ 

rence of c l ima t i c  phenomena o r ,  i n  some cases ,  of r u r a l  events  and occupations 

dependent upon such phenomena. While some c l ima t i c  calendars  of t h i s  s o r t  recog- 

n ize  only two o r  th ree  l a r g e  d i v i s i o m o f  the  year ,  o t h e m a r e  much more e labora te .  

Thus i n  China, s i d e  by side w i t h  t he  calendar  of l u n i s o l a r  months, there 

e x i s t s  a d i v i s i o n  of t he  y e a r  i n t o  24 par t s ,  the names of which correspond t o  at-  

mospheric condi t ions toge the r  with o the r  r ecu r ren t  phenomena of  na ture .  There are:  

"Hain wccter , 1 5  days; "moving of snakes, 15 days; "spring equinox, 1 5  days;. !pure 

br ightness ,"  15 days; "sowing-rain" and "dawn of summer," toge ther  31 days)  " l i t t l e  

f r u i t f u l n e s s "  (or l l l i t t le  rainy seasonll) and Ifcorn i n  t he  beard," toge ther  31 days; 

"summer 

I 

16 days; "beginning of heat ,"  16 days; "grea t  heat ,"  and l'signs 

Of autumn," toge ther  31 days; Ifend of' heat"  and "white dew," together  31 days; 

"cold dew,ff 15 days;%utumn equinox," 1 5  days; flhoar.frost,t) 15 days; "signs of 

winter,1f 15 days; "beginning of snow" and "g rea t  together  29 days; "winter 

1 5  days; I f l i t t l e  cold,I' 15 days; "grea t  cold,"  15 days; "dawn of  spri.ng,ff 

15 days. 
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