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WINDS AND STARS 

By Charles Fitahugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

A curious notion connecting; the winds and the stars preva i l s  in the 

Marshall ICilands. 

80 that the prevailiwg winds are from easterly quarters. 

to the  east about-4 o'clock i n  the morn- for weather signs.  

This group l i e s  in the  trade-wind b e l t  of the North Pacific, 

The native s a i l o r s  look 

Certain bright stars are supposed t o  have power over the winds. When 

one of these is seen close to the horizon a t  t he  hour mentioned, the i s landers  be- 

l i eve  that it stops up the east, so t o  speak, and thw prevents the wind from blow- 

ing. 

below it f o r  t he  wind to  g e t  though. A strong and stormy wind is then expected ta 

blow unti l  another influential star Mses, with  the progress of the season, below 

If, however, it is 20 6~ 30 degrees above t h e  horison, there is space enough 

At 

t he  f f rs t  and t h e  horizon is again obstructed. When Spica, for example, is about 20 

later,  Arcturus becomes visible on the eastern horizon before dawn. 
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