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THE TRUTH ABOUT SIMOOMS --- 
By Charles P'itzhugh Talmun 
Authority on Meteorology 

One of  the l a t e s t  and best  American encyclopedias, i n  i t s  a r t i c l e  on the 

Simoom, t e l l s  us t h a t  whole caravans a r e  sometimes buried i n  the misses of sand 

carried by t h i s  deser t  wind. 

vested of the thousands of loose, inaccurate and of ten absolutely fabulous statements 

When the  millennium arrives, encyclopedias w i l l  be di- 

t h a t  a l l  of them now contain, and of which t h i s  i s  a f i n e  example. Individual travel-  

ers have doubtless died of heat s t roke and i n  some cases of suffocation b simooms, 

but it i s  unlikely in the extreme t h a t  whole camvans have ever thus perished. Plenty 

of books besides the one just, mentioned have told the same story,  but cautious meteor- 

Ologists--Dr. Friedrich U m l a u f t ,  fo r  example, i n  "Das Luftmoer," pronounce it a fable,  

and Prof. E.-F. Gautier, i n  h i s  new*- authori ta t ive book on the Sahara, suys:'Btor- 

v 

ies of caravans annihilated by the simoom belong s t r i c t l y  t o  the realm of the legend- 

ary. " 
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