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An in te reo t ing  func t ion  performed by the sand-laden winds of t h e  d e s e r t  

IIe writes: i s  mentioned by Prof. E. F. Caut ie r  i n  h i s  recent  book 3n the  Sahara. 

"The Tuaregs, good Moslems though they elaim t o  be, have EL horror  o f  ab- 

l u t i o n s ; * i t  i s  l i k e  a taboo5 an unavowed surv iva l  of  animalism. The s c a r c i t y  of 

water is  p a r t l y  responsible;  perhaps a l s o  the  fear, v e r i f i e d  by experience, of over- 

oxciting o r  slackening the  ac t ion  of the  sweet glands.  Rut i t  can be r ead i ly  per- 

ceived t h a t  f o r  a human body, exposed almost naked t o  the d e s e r t  wind f o r  an e n t i r e  

lifetime, t h e  r i tes of c leahl iness  a r e  superfluous; the e t e r n a l  wind, charged with 

sand, scours the  human sk in  and keeps i t  as cleen as i t  does t h e  s labs  of naked 

rock on the  tops of the plateaus."  
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