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AN UNUSUAL [iIRAGE

By Charles Fitzhugh Talﬁan
Authority on lieteorology

Thanks to the widespread use of road-building naterials that become very
hot vnder a summer sun and thanks also to the opportunities for observatlion afford-
ed by universal motoring, "highway mirage" has beco:e a faniliar sisght.

It consists of a delusive appearance of water, which is really an image
of the sky due to the refraction of light by a shallow layer of hot air overlying
the road, This type of nirage, com:on in hot deserts, is classified as "inferior
mirage," because the refracting layer is below the observer's eye.

If the observer's head is in a layer of relatively cold air, with a
sharply contrasted layer of warm air above it, then one nay sve at the same time
"superior mirage," which produces an inverted image of sowe distant object, appar
ently suspended in the air. A case of this kind was recontly obscrved in England.
A motorist was troveling over a recently tarred road on a hot, sunny day. An ap-
proaching car sppeared to be in water up to the axles, while anoth:r car appeared
to be resting on top of it in an inverted position.

"The phenonenon," says G. R. Read, who describes this spectacle in the
iletcorological liagazine, "was observed at about eye level as I was ascending a
slight incline. The mirage was in evidence while the car noved from 200 yards to
within 40 yards of the point of observation,"
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