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THE ITOEXiu' IIq VERSE 

By Charles Fitrthub T a l m a n  
Authority on ivieteorology 

The onset of t h a t  most famous of Alpine minds, the foehn, i s  a,dmira,bly de- 

scribed 3y Arthur Dougherty i n  a poem published the o ther  day i n  the  New York Times. 

Under t h o  t i t l e ,  IIThe Foehn,lf mpe;Lr i n  parentheses, as en a t tenpt  at t rans la t ion ,  

the,  nor&s "The Storm, '1 

fortunnto one, since the teim flfoehnlf i s  not a,pplied t o  storms i n  general but t o  a 

This i s  prenumnbly 'an editori,d. inteii3olationy anc l  an un- 

particul:l,r type of mountDin r ind ,  vhich i s  escessively dry Nnd uqseasonably varm, 

besides being boisterous. 

though the Alpine foehn blovrs from vnrious directions. 

the term as the generic n m e  of sirni1r.r ~4nJ . s  i n  clny par t  of  the l:rorld, incluCing 

I t  C O ~ C S  f rom the Lotin ltfavonius,l1 the west mind, 

Ideteorolo[yists haxe adopted 

the ohinook of our  0.m ;?ocky Xountcin slopes.  

The coming of the ~vind i s  heralded by the anpeo,rcmce over the mountain 

c r e s t s  of a long s t r i p  o f  cloud lcnovn as tho "foehn ma1l.lt The poet thus p ic tures  

it: 

11011, see yonder c r e s t ,  
ifom hooded i n  <:ray! 

The s ~ m  cannot uhoi-r the l o s t  huntsrim h i s  nay.11 

The parciiing breath of  t h i s  \:And. dr ies  a l l  noodwork until i t  i s  l i k e  t inder ,  and 

has been responsible f o r  many c%,s:1sti*ous I'foehn f i r e s t 1  ' in the Alpine villages. 

Hence a l l  domestic f i r e s  imst be extinguished when ths mind. i s  a t  lmxl, and i n  some 

d i s t r i c t s  even the l i g h t i n g  o f  a c iga re t t e  is prohibitedc Kr. Dou,yherty writes: 

!!The foehn' s on the l ake ,  
( T i s  prist yonder shore, 

So put out your hearth-fires and. natch till  ' t i s  O ~ ~ I ? . ~ ~  
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