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A LOFTY TEATHER STATION 

By Charles FitzhugJi T j l m d n  
Authority on Metoorology 

One of the  h ighes t  meteorological s t a t ions  i n  the norld w a s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  

1928 near the summit of the  Andes, at an a l t i t u d e  of about 10,500 fee t  above sea  

level.  I t  i s  located near the  Caracoles s ta t ion on the Tranmndine Rcilww, at 

the western entrance t o  the in te rna t iona l  tunnel tha t  connects Chile and the Argen- 

t i n e  Xepublic, 

A s  the snowfall i s  very hemy at t h i s  place, the  screen o r  she l t e r  con- 

taining the  se l f - reg is te r ing  instruments i s  elevated 13 f e e t  above t h e  ground and 

is enclosed i n  dou.ble-la,tticed s ides  t o  keep the snom from d r i f t i n g  in. 

struments a continuous record of barometric pressure,  temperature nvld hmidity. 

The s t a t ion  i s  a l so  equiI,ped wi t11  1vj.nd-vc.ne cnd a gauge f o r  measuring r a i n  wcl 

snom. Results of the  obnervations :ire telegl-anhed d a i l y  t o  the Observatorio de l  

Salt0 at Santiago, Chile, one of  the leacling vreather forecasting i n s t i t u t i o n s  Of 

South America, 

These in- 

One o f  the p r a c t i c a l  purposes of es tab l i sh ing  t h i s  s t a t ion  V ~ S  to a i d  i n  

ge t t ing  warning of t he  s torms tha t  a f f ec t  the operation of the ra i l road ,  and an- 

other was t o  promote the development of cormiercial av ia t ion  i n  t he  adjacent 

countries. 
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