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FREAK CYCLONE TRACKS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

It i s  a long-standing r u l e  of the  textbooks t h a t  while many cyclones or ig i -  

na t ing  within the-  t rop ic s  pass . i n to  the temperate- zone, no cyclone or ig ina t ing  i n  the  

l a t t e r  ever invades the  t rop ics .  A p a r t i a l  exception t o  t h i s  ru l e ,  perhaps the first 

on record, was probably furnished by-the hurricane that  wrought havoc a t  MiamE, Flor- 

ida, early-this month. So far as anybody knows, t h i s  storm b e g p  i t s  career  as a 

mild and hargless-barometr ic  depression t h a t  formed a few hundred miles southeast  

of Bermuda and outs ide the  t o r r i d  zone, though belated s h i p  r epor t s  may eventually 

shorn it t o  have been t r o p i c a l  or ig in .  

o f  t he  d i rec t ion ,usuaJ ly  $oliowed by a cyclone i n  t h a t  locali ty--crossed southern 

F lor ida  and Eassed over the  northern p a r t  of t h e  Gulf of Mexico. The center  did 

no t  c ross  the  Tropic of’ Cancer, but  t he  southern border of t h e  storm was, f o r  a time, 

south of t h a t  l i n e .  

It then t rave led  southwest--just the  opposite 

In Julx,1934, a cyclone a l s o  reached the  eastbrn Flor ida coast  from the  

northeaetward, crossed the peninsula, and s k i r t e d  the  northern co.ast of the Gulf, 

but i n  that case the  inf luence of t he  storm did not  extend i n t o  the  t rop ics .  
I .  
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