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DEGREEDAYS 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Meteorology 

The use of  "degree-days" as a means of measuring the fuel requirements 

of buildings has made rapid prdgress i n  the last  few years. 

The degree-day i s  based on the f ac t  that the amount of fuel  usod i n  the 

heating of  'mildings i s  proportion,zl t o  the number o f  degrees the  outside t e q e r a t u r e  

f a l l s  below (about) 65 degrees. This base teupernture tms found t o  bo 65 degrees 

f o r  residences, an& f o r  other buildings as follovrs: 

Office buildings, 66,2 degrees; s tores ,  64.0 degreest apartments, 68.8 

hogreos; ss~ica2builaings; 61.2 degreosc Hoaover, a l l  o f  these a re  necr anon& t o  

65 degrees so tha t  that f igure can be used fo r  a l l  prac t ica l  purpose6. 

The number of degre-dws per day i s  the difference betwoen 65 degrees 

and tho outsid-e temperature ahen the outside temperature ( i .e . )  the new of the  

maxixrum and the minimum) i s  below 65 degrees. If the outside ter,lperature i s  above 

65 degrees, there are no degree-days. 

temperature i s  60 degrees there a re  f ive  degree-days t h a t  dLW. Totding  these f o r  

the month gives the number of degree-dws f o r  t h a t  month, and t h i s  is EL mEfaSure Of 

the a m O W t  O f  f i e 1  used for the heating of buildings i n  a given l o C d - i t Y *  

On a day, f o r  example, vhen the outside 
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