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BIG DIPPER AS A WEATHER SIGN

.By Charles Fitzhugh Talman
Authority on Meteorology

One of my correspondents asks for information about beliefs connecting
the Big Dipper-~i.e., the most conspicﬁous part of the constellation Ursa lajor--
vith the coming weather, In the 1aét edition of Richard Inward's "Weather Lore!
(London 1898), vhich records thousands of proverbs and popular notions relating to
weather signs, there is only one mention of the belief in Question. It readss:

MThen the Great Bear is on this side of the North Pole, the summer is dry;
if he gets'on the other side, the summer is wet, especially if he be then in con-
Junction with Venus and Jupiter."

On which Mr. Inwa;dwpropérlﬁ'comments: "Thig proverb is pure nonsense,
as thﬁrGreathééf'gdesaraund the North Pole every dey." Although with the constelw
1é£ion beyond the,POIG““i:é;:iﬁeeren the latter and the horizon--one of the planets
.mentibﬁeédmiéht well be in conjunction with it, the observer would need ﬁo consult
astronomical tables to ascertain this fact, since the planet would be below the
horizon and invisible. \

(All rights reserved by Science Service, Inc.)

% e et o an

SCIENCE SERVICE
2101 Constitution Ave,
Washington, D. G,



