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BIG DIPPELP AS A WEATKER SIGN 

Charles Eitzhugh Talrnan 
Authority on Meteorology 

One of ny correspondents adcs f o r  information about be l ie fs  connecting 

the Big Dipper-mi. e , ,  the most consgicuous part of  the constellation Ursa Ifa,jor-- 

vritli the cornin,.: woether, 

(London 1898) , i:rhich records thousands of proverbs and popular notions re la t ing  t o  

neathor signs, there i s  only one mention of  the belief i n  question. 

In the l a s t  edit ion of Richard Inward's "Weather Lore" 

I t  rezds: 

"When the Great Bear i s  on t h i s  side of the North Pole, the summer i s  dry; 

if he ge ts  on the other s ide,  the SumrJer i s  wet, especially i f  he be then i n  con- 

junction vith Venus and Jupiter.1' 

On vhich Mr. Xnv~.nrd. propdrly comments: I'This proverb i s  pure nonsense, 
"-1 + . .  

as the Gr@a%'Bear' goes round the xorth P&.e every dw.lt 

l o t ion  beyond the ~polw-i;e., between the l a t t e r  and the horizon--one of the planets 

Although with the constel- 
..I , A' 

.mentioned m i g h t  well be i n  conjunction l-nth i t ,  the observer would need t o  consult 

astronomical tables t o  ascertain t h i s  f a c t ,  since the planet would be below the 

horizon and invisible.  
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