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TH® CRYSTALS OF ICE

By Cherles Fltshugh Telmen
huthority on Meteorology

Ice erystols include those formed in the free sir, ns elouwd mnd snow
erystale; those deposited on the surfaces of Serrestrisl, objects ne hosrfrost,
rime, ete.; and those formed in bodies of water. The ice crystsl is one of Nature's
outstending mysteries. All erystalligetion is mysterious, ut the o se of ice is
the most remsvkeble becouse its crystals occur in a far greator varioty of formg
then do those of any other substonce.

The microscopic study of lce eryst-ls, esprelslly se ecen in smowflokes,
begen :lmoet 28 soon as the microscope was invented, tut the wenlth of information
we now posscss concerning these faselnating objects has been obtuined mainly since
the beginning of the present century, »ith the ald of wierophotography. One manee
the l:te Vilson A. Bentley, who died lecwmber 28, 19%1le-probsbly photogranhed a
grestor nuaber of different forms thoan have been pictured by the combined work of
all other photograshers. He left a collection of more than five thoussnd neg-tives,
;“bm“ holf of which swe represented in the marvelous a2lbum ontitled "Snow Cryetsls,®
publighed » fev weeks before his death.
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