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By Charles Fitzhugh T d m a n  
Authority on Meteorology 

I t  i s  s t i l l  t rue,  as of old,  that  Ifthe wind bloveth wrLAere i t  i s t e t h , "  

but i t  i s  no longer true that  we h o r n  neither i t s  source nor  i t s  route of t ravel .  

A f r i g i d  b las t  sweeps down from the Arctic wastes; a tropical hurricane swirls up 

froIii the doldrums toward our southern shores. Both bring vicissitudes of neather 

that  a f fec t  human welfare, and both axe kept under observation from point t o  point 

along t he i r  paths. After they have spent the i r  force the i r  h i s tor ies  are se t  for th  

i n  circumstantial records. 

No longer i s  the weatherman content t o  scan h i s  local skies,  oblivious t o  

what the weather i s  doing a hundred o r  a thousand miles aw+y; ignorant, as our w i s -  

e s t  ancestors mere, of the fact  that  atniospheric events a r e  understLmda'ble only 

when viened "synopticallyIt over a large area of the ear th 's  surface. 

l o o k  vras parochial; today i t  i s  international-almost world-wide. 

machinery that  has made i t  so i s  one of the s t a r t l i ng  products o f  modern c iv i l i z% 

tion. 

Once h i s  out- 

The huge human 
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