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DANGEROUS I C  I CLFlS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Lleteorology 

Big i c i c l e s ,  capable o f  doing much damage i f  m i l d .  weather cEuses them t o  

faJ.1, often f o i m  i n  vintc?r on leaky sprinkler tanks. A t  the plant o f  an e lec t r ic  

company, at Iiount Vernon, New rorlr, a leak developed. i n  the bottom of the 1;roodlen 

tank cliiring a week-end last  winter. The r e su l t  ~ 7 a s  a huge i c i c l e  weighing &out  

three tons, suspended 75 f e e t  d i rec t ly  over the boi ler  house roof ,  above which the 

tank vm,s located. To wait for  warmer weather and allow th i s  great weight t o  drop 

was d,mgerous. Such f a l l i n g  i c i c l e s  have mecked the roofs o f  structures below, 

have broken pipes i n  valve p i t s  and thus drained the tank, cnc? lime even cmsed t h e  

collzpse of to& structures by d,maging tower mernbers. In t h i s  case, a m a n  with a 

gasoline blow torch was suspended i n  ti,. bos'n's chair. Start ing at the bottom of  the 

i c i c l e ,  he melted wray about eight inches n t  a time, and i t  took eight hours! steady 

work t o  complete the job. A temporai*y patch was then al3plied t o  stop the le&, 

A s t i l l  greater mass o f  i ce  develoyd lFs t  winter from lerdca;;.e betaeen 

the s t m e s  o f  an old wooden tank at a paper-board m i l l  i n  upper New Yorlc State. The 

ice  i n s  removed by men standing on p1,Znks l a i d  on the cross meribers under the tank, 

and using long, sh~.rp poles. Some of the f a l l i n g  i c i c l e s  broke several dicagonal 

rods, and the s i t u a t i o n  was precarious, as the t r e s t l e  thus weakened mi@t ha,ve 

collpwysed, endangering emnloyees, impairing f i r e  protection, and possibly shutting 

down the Tlmt by vrecking the boi ler  house. 

(All r ights  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 
. - 1 . r - - u  

SCIENCE SIBVICE 
2101 Constitution Ave., 

Vashington, D. C. 


