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WEATHER STATIONS GALORE

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman
Authority on lieteorology

The world's network of stations ot which weather is regularly observed and
recorded grows apace. These posts of observation are now thickly dotted over every
civilized céuntry, particularly in the temperate zone, and there are mony stations
remote from civilization.

Consider, for example, South Africa~-a rather thinly settled nortion of
the globe and one of only moderste econonic importance, In the Union of South Africs,
Basutoland, Swazileond, and the Bechuanaland Protectorate there are 4,074 meteorologi~
cal strtions, Of these, 3,721 are equipped with raoin-gauges only; 242 with a rain-
gauge and thermameters; and 111 with rain-gouges, thermometers, and barometers. Some
of the barometric stations are further equipped with automatic instruments, and cone
tinuous records of wind direction and speed are obtained at 16, of pressure at 44,
of temperature at 40, of humidity at 39, of sunshine at 40, and of »nrecipitation at
nine stations.

At Pretoria, where the central office of the weather service is located,
weather reports are received daily by telegraph from 84 st-tions in the Union, four
stations in Southwest Africa, eight in Rhodesia, and 16 in Portuguese Bast Africay
and by wireless from eight stations in MHadagascar, one in Portuguese West Africa,
and from ships at sea. Reports and forecasts based on these data are dissemin~ted
throughout the Union, and weather, shipping, and synoptic reworts are broadcast by
the coast wirelesg stations.

The recent growth in aviation in South Africa has necessitated special prow
vision for the safety and assistance of alrcraft, ond suitably equinped meteorologi-
cal stations have been established along all the regular airways.
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