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Thornas Stevenson, fa ther  o f  Xobert L o u i s  Stevenson, the novelist ,  was one 

o f  the le;>,ding engineers o f  h i s  t i ue  ,and mas much intzrested i n  vzrious meteox-ologi- 

ca l  probl.cns re la t ing t o  h i s  profession. 

S c o t ~ i ~ ~ M c t e o r o l o g i c ~  Society f o r  many years up t o  the t ine  of h i s  death mr! p~lp 

He served as honorary secretmy o f  t he  

l i shed  sevej:,?l neteorological papers. It vas he who introduced the term I'grad.ienttt, 

b o r r o ~ ? c d  f r o n  en:yineering, t o  describe the variation of baronetric pressure per un i t  

distriice, t n c l  he i s  today especially remembere6 by meteorologists as  the d-esicner 

o f '  the "Stevenson screentt f o r  thermometers. 

Less ne11 lrnolnn i s  the fact that liobcrt  Louis himself, at t h e  ago of 22, 

published a meteorological paper i n  the ProceedinGs o f  the Royal  Society o f  Edin- 

burgh. I t  i s  en t i t l ed  "On the Thermal Influence of Forests", and v~as communicated 

t o  the society i n  1873. A proposal had l a t e l y  been made t o  plant t rees  on m exten- 

sive scale i n  the nearly t reeless  island of k l t a  with a viem to  increasing i t s  

water s u-, d y  ,md improvinil; i t s  climate. Stevenson given a well-reasoned and conser- 

vative discussion of the re lat ions of  t rees  t o  climate and he ends h i s  papor vi th  

out,  a careful test  of the  climatic resu l t s  ought  t o  be made by means of series of 

metoorolo@.cjl observations before and a f t e r  the planting of the trees. 
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