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$O-CALLi2D IIVATEXSPOUT SIi 
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A vr-t,teTs,out i s  it column of  cloud, foiqled over water, indicatin,.: the loca- 

No other kind o f  mterspout i s  norr recognized by mete- t ion  of a vortex i n  the air. 

orolokyists, 5ut i n  everyday 1:mguoze the rmrd I f a t c r s  ,oiitII i s  often ap-4 id  t o  a 

heovy dovmpour o f  r a i n ,  a l so  known as a 

terra i s  found i n  some of the older books on meteorologj~-Greely's ttAmeric:m 7eatl1erll 

and this popular use o f  the 

f o T exmpl e. 

The New English Dictionam p o t e s  all es<mple as S s S l Y  as 1779: "The water- 

spouts 7-rhich fell i n t o  tlie middle of those nnrrom s t r e e t s  ,?llnost d.eluged us.11 

The folJ-oT*rj.ng i s  from Scot t ' s  "Guy iknneringl': flHea,iJs O f  EraYel  nnd stones, 

which h:.d been svqt  together &on solile torrcrtnt 01- mters:\out from the neighboring 

h i l l s  ove~-floned the mershy grounds belon. 

George Borrow, i n  h i s  IfBible i n  S-painfI, sws: I"il'le demons of the clouds 

. . . . .assai led thcm ni th  waterspouts a s  they toi led up tlie steep mind-ing paths. 11 

In  Lincolnshire, Engltulc?, r,?;ys of  sunlight pouring through a brer3.: i n  the 

clouds a m  sometimes ca l led  waterspouts. 

(All r igh ts  rescrvccl. by Science Service, Inc.) 
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