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air i s  unusw,llg calm, hot and even o;qiressive, the horizon seoms shut o f i  by a 

yellovish cushion which r i s e s  unhurriedly 3s the storill ais-oroaches; tlion an o;maue 

wall r i s e s  very hif;h (aviators have met i t  above 3,000 o r  even 6,OOC fee t ) .  Some 

sharp &usts of scorching air s t r ike  the observer, then there i s  once more 9, sinistey. 

c d n ;  the v d l  i s  very near. Suddenly the mind r i s e s  i n  one gust; minute , o : r i t S  

fror.1 the ear th  riddle one with a thousand stings;  eyes, nose, mouth and er'~i:s ;",re 

at once filled with sand; one i s  forced t o  neelc shelter.  Vithout ]muse, sornetines 

f o r  hour on hour, the wind teDrs i n  t h i s  w y  at the surfnco O f  the Gromcl, wrench- 

ing up a l l  that  can be raised, un t i l  even i n  the bcst closed houses a g r i t t y  layer  

Such i s  EL sandstorm i n  the Near East, as described i n  a recent r q o r t  of 

the Br i t i sh  bieteorologica,l Office relating. t o  f lying conditions done the Aleppo- 

BaghdaC-Karachi air route. 

authority,  Charles Cornbier. 

The deac1-iption i s  paraphrased from one by a French 
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