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- THX COLDXST DECEIvBER 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Meteorology 

The coldest December of recent times in  the United States and Canada east  

of the Roclzies was that  of 1917. The severity of the weather during that nonth and 

the one f o l l o ? - i i a g  made an esj?ecially las t ing  i iqression because i t  added t o  the 

hardsliips ax1 d i f f i cu l t i e s  a r i s ing  from the world w a r ,  then i n  progress; so Iiiuch SO 

tha t  we may ex-pxt o l d  people of  the year 1970 o r  thereabouts t o  describe the winter 

of 1917d1918 as txJ i ca l  of the winters that prevailed i n  America i n  the dws of 

t h e i r  youth. 

The cold weather was brought about mainly by a grent anticyclone thct  

oversgread northern Alaska and vicini ty  early in  t h e  month and gradually extxsilded 

eastward m d  southward into Br i t i sh  America and the United States east of the 

Rocky Iviouiitsins as the month advanced. 111 Alaska the barometric pressure vas far 

above normall, 21:d the a v e r e e  temperaturg f o r  the en t i re  month at Eagle, ne:?,r the 

Arctic Circle,  was 46 degrees below zero; 23 degrees lower than the average f o r  the 

previous coldest December on record. 

below zero; 29 degrees lower than t h e  lowest mean ever before observed f o r  December. 

A t  Dawson the average f o r  the month was 59 

An interest ing feature  of the month's weather was tha t ,  while nearly the 

whole o f  Canada and the United Sts tes ,  east of the Continental Divide had aver2ge 

temnperstures much below normal and records o f  low ternpersture f o r  December were 

broken at a great number o f  places, the weather west o f  the Divide remiilccl abnor- 

mally warm, 
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