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? TlHY THE WEATHER ? Idailed December 21, 1935 -- -- 

By Cliarles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Keteorology 

Eie touris t  season i s  now on i n  Death Valley. Although t h i s  California 

deser t  i s  notorious the world over f o r  i t s  t e r r i f i c  sunrier heat,  the  t i e a t l ; ~  l r o m  

I?overn'oer t o  iiarch o r  Apri l ,  inclusive,  i s  usually qui te  comfortable. On ~ ~ i i  average 

November clry the  temperature goes uu t o  74 aud f u l l s  t o  4b. Temperatures bclom 

freeziilg h::.ve been recorded i n  Noveriiber aid iii each o f  the winter months, dt the 

large hote l  o:?erated i n  t h e  v,?lley there i s  a fireL2lace i n  every bedroom, L.ild open 

f i r e s  a r e  o f t e n  enjoyable i n  t h e  eveningr 

f a i l  t o  rei>.ch 100 on a summer dpg, while readings from 110 to 120 a r e  C O I T O ~ ! O ~ ~ .  Here 

i s  the record of maxirmn temperatures f o r  a cer ta in  week i n  1913: 

July 8 128 
9 129 

LO $34 
I. 1 129 

Ju ly  12 130 
1Z 131 
1 /J 3.27 

These were llshndetl temperatures, measured with an accurnte tbmorneter i n s t a l l e d  i n  

a stand:rrd i;es,ther Bureau screen placed f o u r  f e e t  above a l f r d f a  sod, The weather 

s ta t ion  i s  located at Greenland Ranch, alias firnace Creel: iiunch, neL- the eastern 

edge of t h e  val ley,  where it i s  L m t t Y  cer ta in  the temperature does'not r i s e  s o  hi& 

as ill tile 1o:rer cen t ra l  d i s t r i c t ,  Hence, alt2.lough the abovementioned rczdiag of 

Valley cnii do in  the riaY o f  hectr  

nie averwe r a i n f a l l  o f  the Valley, a l i t t l e  over a1 inch and a l1;llf a 
year, lnrdres i t  the d r i e s t  lmown pluce i n  North America. 
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