
For Release 
k y  4, 1938 

mas t h e  o-xygen o f  the air which i s  nocessLzry f o r  f ire.  
oxygen of the air is responsible f o r  most of the oxidizing 
occurring i n  naturo. The rusting o f  iron o r  the tarnishing o f  
copper and s i lver  a re  sirxply exangles of sloir oxidstion; mlnile 
the burning of  mod, coal and paper a re  exaraples of rapid 
oxidation, which is the chemical process of oxygen combining 
with these Substances. 
of  owi;en i n  our bodies; ne breathe out carbon dioxide. 
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Omjgen and f i r e l  Iden did not discover u n t i l  1774 that it 
The 

Breathing i s  another example of the use - 


