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Rainwater! Rainwater is the softest water found in
nature, but it is not as pure as generally thought. Rain-
water is purest when collected at the end of a shower, when
much of the impurities of the air have been washed out., It
has been found that precipitation is purer in winter than in
summer, More active convectional currents in summer carry all
sorts of dust particles high up in the air. Rain brings down
ammonia, nitrates, and common salts. The nitrogen in the
nitrates varies from seven hundredths to four tenths of a
pound per acre for every inch of rain; and the salt averages
about one pound per acre for each iach,
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