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Although nitrogen i s  the most abundant element 
of the air, i t  mas not discovered u n t i l  1772. 
a re  5.8 tons o f  nitrogen over every square yard o f  the earth's 
surface; and on the average 4.5 tons i n  the e'arthts crust  i n  
every square yard but going dom ten miles. Nitrogen i s  a very 
important element; i t  i s  necessary f o r  botil plzmts and animals, 
In the s o i l  the nitrogenous compounds are  assimulated by the 
l iv ing  plants. Soi l  nitrogen i s  renened by decay o f  dead 0% 
ganisms, by capture out of the atmosphere through bac ter ia l  
action, and by washing of amnonia and n i t r a t e s  out of  the air 
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