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If you plant LZ s t i ck  firmly i n  a 
v e r t i c a l  posit ion,  its shadon at noon today w i l l  be the 
shortest  of the year, because the sun has roached i t s  hi&- 
e s t  point i n  the sky, and from now on it will go southimrd 
again. An observation o f  t h i s  kind, sa5d t o  be  the oldest  
astronomical one, ma made by the Chinese nearly 6,000 years 
ago. Places i n  the northern l a t i t udes  receive more heat to- 
day than on any other aa;V o f  the year, but the ear th  as a 
nhole does not f o r  it i s  fa r ther  from t he  su1 than i n  ninter. 
Although our  received heat is  nov at mmimwn, our highest 
temperatures mi I .1  not occur u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h o  summer a f t e r  
Vize ground has had a chance t o  vmm up. 
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Summer solstice! 
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